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District 29 is focused on the future 
in several areas including potential 
Middlefork renovations and 
establishing a new strategic plan
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There is more than meets the eye 
at the new Sunset Ridge School
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The new Sunset Ridge School “was 
created with the aspiration to engage 
the hearts and minds of students, and 
does so through uniquely designed, 
state-of-the art academic, athletic, ar-
tistic, musical, and recreational facil-
ities.” Those were Superintendent Dr. 
Ed Stange’s words during the open 
house and ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the new school on Sept. 12. During 
the open house, Board President Adel-
bert Spaan thanked the architects, 
construction managers, staff, and 
the many community members that 
contributed their talents to make the 
project a reality before welcoming the 
community to explore the new Sunset 
Ridge School.

The new, 70,000-square-foot school 
is similar in size to the old school. 
However, the building design allows 

for flexible use of space in order to 
expand the concept of the traditional 
classroom and meet the needs of 21st 
century learners. Attention to detail 
can be found throughout the school 
with unique learning “communities” 
designed to address the varied devel-
opmental needs of 4th through 8th 
graders. An IHSA regulation-sized 
gymnasium, dedicated performance 
center, state-of-the-art Science Tech-
nology Engineering and Math (STEM) 
design studio, historical legacy room, 
fully equipped music suite, and indoor 
and outdoor learning spaces comple-
ment the building.

The new school cost approximate-
ly $29.5 million, took 18 months to 
complete, and replaces a school that 
had reached the end of its useful life. 
The district avoided increasing taxes 

to build the school by utilizing $3.4 
million from reserves and financing 
approximately $25 million through 
a 20-year capital lease. An additional 
$1.1 million in private donations af-
forded the purchase of new furniture, 
theater and sports equipment, sod play 
fields, historic preservation items, and 
other key enhancements that will ben-
efit students daily.

Students, staff, and community members gather in the commons to watch a student-created video 
celebrating the new school that is playing in the performance center.

Adelbert Spaan (Board President), Kaitlyn 
Kleczynski, Mattelyn Crawford, Winnie Walker, 
Dr. Ivy Sukenik (Principal), Jack Keefer, Brad 
Johnson, and Dr. Ed Stange (Superintendent) 
cut the official ribbon for the new school.

STUDENT LEARNING THE FOCUS 
OF NEW SUNSET RIDGE SCHOOL

http://www.sunsetridge29.org
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I often reflect on 
the meaningful 
skills I learned 
while working on 
my doctoral dis-
sertation. That 
process taught me 
how to break down 

an insurmountable task into man-
ageable steps, design and implement 
plans to deal with challenges and set-
backs, and juggle the “day to day” de-
mands of life ... while at the same time 
working on something bigger.

Those same skills are applicable in 
my role as District 29 Superinten-
dent of Schools. Leading an organi-
zation requires keen skills in man-
aging the many daily aspects of a 
school district, while simultaneous-
ly analyzing areas for improvement 
and future planning. Facilities, fi-
nances, personnel, community rela-
tions, legal compliance, curriculum, 
and instructional practices are all at 
the forefront. It is important that a 
superintendent concurrently man-
age the day-to-day functioning of 
the district, while also engaging in 
meaningful long-term planning to-
wards continuous improvement in 
each of those core areas.

The new Sunset Ridge School is one 
of many aspects where the district is 
planning for the future. We also are 
currently evaluating options for up-
dating Middlefork School, home to 
our kindergarten through 3rd grade 
students. Based on feedback received 
from staff and community members 
last year, a list of potential renova-
tions are being considered. Those 
include the replacement of all do-
mestic water piping, enhanced secu-

rity features, additional or redesigned 
instructional spaces, and various aes-
thetic improvements. We expect to 
have a formal Middlefork School Fa-
cilities Improvement Plan articulated 
later this year. 

Recently, we also 
began a formal 
strategic planning 
process to iden-
tify district strengths and opportu-
nities for growth and improvement. 
The process will include a review of 
existing data from parents, staff and 
students including standardized as-
sessments and survey data. Once 
that data is reviewed, we will identify 
specific goals for the next 3-5 years 
that target curricular, environmen-
tal, and financial aspects of the dis-
trict. The goal is for a finalized plan 
to be shared with the community by 
the end of the 2017-2018 school year. 
Progress reports on identified goals 
will be regularly reviewed and avail-
able for public viewing.

While planning for 
the future, we are also 
hyper-focused on the 
needs of our Middlefork 
and Sunset Ridge students today. In 
science, staff have implemented the 
new Next Generation Science Stan-
dards (NGSS) through experiential 
learning activities. Staff have part-
nered with the Museum of Science 
and Industry to connect students 
with current applications of scien-
tific principles. In technology, a new 
computer science teacher is facili-
tating the application of computer 
coding, robotics, and 3D printing 
skills as students solve real world 
problems. We are expanding imple-

mentation of Project Lead the Way, 
a curriculum that engages students 
in hands-on activities, projects, and 
problem solving through computer 
science, engineering, and biomedical 
science. In language arts, the district 
is implementing the highly regarded 
Lucy Calkins writing program. Staff 
training started over the summer and 
will continue throughout the school 
year. Social studies teachers are cur-
rently working on reviewing the new 
Social Studies State Standards and 
exploring new curriculum and in-
structional practices in this area. A 
new intervention specialist is helping 
expand our services to address stu-
dents’ social-emotional needs. Final-
ly, our band students are partnering 
with students from neighboring Av-
oca District 37 to enhance their band 
experience. 

With one eye on 
the present and one 
eye on the future, 
District 29 is in 
an excellent position to provide our 
current and future students with an 
exceptional educational experience. 
I am honored to lead this incredible 
district, and grateful for our staff, stu-
dents, families, and community part-
ners that make our special learning 
community like no other!

Dr. Edward Stange
Superintendent, District 29

THE FUTURE OF DISTRICT 29 ... BEYOND THE NEW SCHOOL
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It takes an incredible amount of plan-
ning and preparation to build a new 
school. It takes even more planning 
and preparation to ensure that a new 
school is environmentally friendly 
during the construction process and 
beyond. District 29 took on that chal-
lenge in order to make Sunset Ridge 
School as “green” as possible.

For starters, the new school is designed 
to be LEED Certified, which stands for 
Leadership in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design. That means the project had 
to meet strict materials standards rel-
ative to both the demolition of the old 
school and the new construction. For 
example, materials from the old school 
were removed and reused in the new 
school including the gym ceiling, mill-
work, stained glass and furniture. Un-
used furniture and equipment was do-
nated to schools in the Chicago area as 
well as Jamaica. All remaining building 
and demolition materials were sorted 
by type and recycled.

Inside the school there are a variety of 
features that helped achieve the covet-
ed LEED Certification. The inclusion 
of a solar array on the roof allows the 

school to produce more energy than 
it consumes annually. The school in-
cludes a “green” HVAC system called 
Variable Refrigerant Flow (VRF) as 
well as self tinting windows. Both fea-
tures reduce the building’s energy use 
and help to maintain optimal learning 
environment conditions for students. 
The rain garden, multiple bioswales, 
rain collection barrels, living wall, 
green roof, bird sanctuaries, butter-
fly gardens, and 300-gallon fish tank 
not only promote environmental con-
sciousness, but provide opportunities 
for students to engage in hands-on 
scientific study. There are 23 different 
learning stations located around the 
school that allow the building to serve 
as a teaching tool about the ecosystem 
and how students interact with it. 

The school also incorporates the latest 
technology including state-of-the-art 
safety and security features like shat-
ter resistant glass, video monitoring 
equipment, lockdown gates, and a 
storm shelter designed to withstand 
an F5 Category tornado. Instructional 
spaces include 86-inch interactive flat 
panel televisions, ergonomically de-
signed student and staff furniture, and 

SUNSET RIDGE SCHOOL 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

The roof of the new Sunset Ridge school includes a solar array enabling the school to produce 
more energy than it consumes.

multifunction printers/copiers. The 
performance center includes a 25-foot 
video screen and projector, as well as a 
comprehensive lighting and sound set 
up. The entire school was fitted with a 
new computer network, Voice Over IP 
phone system, and electronic building 
automation system that allows for re-
mote control of every aspect of the fa-
cility’s functioning.

While designed for the future, the new 
school also is built to connect and engage 
students with the deep history of the 
district. The legacy room, made with re-
claimed wood from the original school, 
recreates one of the original 1930s class-
rooms. The reclaimed fireplace mantel, 
lobby millwork, and stained glass win-
dows are utilized in the new learning 
center. The reclaimed wood gymnasium 
ceiling now adorns the new school as 
custom seating and doors. The 8th grade 
class composite pictures, and reprinted 
student murals, are still prominently 
displayed in the school.

The stained glass from the original school was 
repurposed and used in the new library.

Original classroom millwork was repurposed 
for use in the school’s new Legacy Room.
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5th Grade Winter Concert
Sunset Ridge School

Education Committee Meeting
Sunset Ridge School

Education Committee Meeting
Sunset Ridge School

Board Meeting
Sunset Ridge School

Board Meeting
Sunset Ridge School

1st-3rd Grade Winter Sing
Middlefork School

Sunset Ridge School Winter Concert
Sunset Ridge School

District 29 Board Members
Adelbert Spaan, President
Anne Peterson, Vice President
Amanda Alpert Knight
Nancy Detlefsen
Bill Hayes
Jill Mirkovic
Scott Subeck

Contact board members at:
d29_schoolboard@sunsetridge29.org

District 29 Administrators
Edward Stange, Ph.D., Superintendent
stangee@sunsetridge29.org

Mary Frances Greene, Ed.D., Associate 
Superintendent & Middlefork Principal
greenem@sunsetridge29.org

Tom Beerheide, Chief School 
Business Official
beerheidet@sunsetridge29.org

Ivy Sukenik, Ed.D., Sunset Ridge Principal
sukeniki@sunsetridge29.org

 
Emily Dunham, M.A., Ed.,
Director of Student Services
dunhame@sunsetridge29.org

Sheri Styczen, MEd, Director of 
Technology
styczens@sunsetridge29.org

Corey Dreher, Director of Buildings 
and Grounds
dreherc@sunsetridge29.org
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